
God Speaks through Angels & Dreams – Cliff Allen 

This Advent season we’ve been considering the theme ‘God speaks…’  We’ve heard 

how God speaks powerfully through prophecy – words spoken hundreds of years 

before Jesus birth are fulfilled in His birth, life, death and resurrection.  God speaks 

through nature – we were reminded last week of how it declares the glory of God.  

This week we look at how God speaks through angels and dreams. 

In a recent survey the percentage of U.S. adults who say they have: 

• Been protected from harm by a guardian angel: 55 percent 

• Felt called by God to do something: 45 percent 

• Witnessed or experienced miraculous, physical healing: 23 percent 

• Heard the voice of God speaking to them: 20 percent  

     We believe God speaks, don’t we?  We believe in a Supernatural God who is able 

to speak and communicate in Supernatural ways.  As we look at the Christmas Story, 

angels and dreams are bursting out all over bringing remarkable news, astounding, 

extraordinary, disturbing news, life-shattering, world changing, cosmos altering news.   

     We begin with Zechariah and Elizabeth, both very old and childless because 

Elizabeth was unable to conceive.  Imagine their disappointment, their 

discouragement, as their faithful, fervent, persevering prayers seemed to go 

unanswered.  And then, one day, Zechariah was in the temple on an ordinary day 

taking care of the ordinary business of a priest, when he’s visited by an extraordinary 

angel.  Now, we don’t know what the angel looked like, we know from Luke’s gospel 

the angel stood to the right of the incense altar and when Zechariah saw the angel he 

was ‘shaken and overwhelmed with fear.’   

     Have you ever been overwhelmed by fear?  There are physical and physiological 

things that happen.  Once, in the middle of the night we thought we heard someone 

trying to break into our house.  With fear and trembling I went to the window and tried 

to call out in a deep and masculine voice for the person to go away as we were calling 

the police.  But I could only manage a little, pathetic squeak.  As it turned out it was a 

badger trying to claw its way through our fence. 

     Zechariah is overwhelmed, which the angel graciously acknowledges when he 

says, ‘don’t be afraid’ and then delivers perhaps even more frightening news – 

‘Elizabeth and yourself are going to be parents.’   

     In the narratives we have in Matthew and Luke’s gospel regarding the birth of 

Jesus, angels and dreams are used very much to get the attention of the intended 

individual and then to deliver a very specific message, life changing message.   



     What might God be saying to us through this angelic appearance to Zechariah and 

the message he brought to them?  We are reminded that God always hears our 

prayers - they might not get answered right away so do we give up or persevere?  

We’re also reminded we are never too old to be used by God.  That’s a theme that 

runs throughout Scripture – God uses people who are passed it by human standards, 

to fulfil His promises and purposes.  We never cease to be useful in God’s Kingdom, 

so if you are, or heading towards, the twilight years, be encouraged, God still wants to 

use you, He wants you to be fruitful into old age, to finish well, and I believe He has 

significant things for you to accomplish yet, especially as you invest in others and 

remain faithful to God’s calling in your life. 

     Moving on in Luke’s gospel we come to Mary, a teenager, engaged to a guy 

named Joseph.  She lives in Nazareth and may well be planning her wedding, looking 

forward to the day when the whole village will join them in their celebration.  She’s not 

visited by any angel, she’s visited by 1 of only 2 angels mentioned in Scripture (not 

counting Lucifer).  The other is Michael, but its Gabriel who gets the call to share this 

mind-numbing, incomprehensible, life-shattering news to this young woman.   

     When confronted by Gabriel. Mary was, justifiably, ‘confused and disturbed’ for this 

was confusing and disturbing news.  How could Mary get her head around what she 

was being told.  Pregnant, but not by Joseph?  Who’s going to believe that?  The risk 

to this young woman was great – her future was in peril – what would Joseph do?  Her 

family – would they understand or send her packing?  Her reputation – would she be 

gossiped about and judged the rest of her life?   

     It wasn’t just any pregnancy either – the Son of God would take up residence in her 

womb.  What might God be saying to us through Mary’s encounter with Gabriel?  First, 

God is far more concerned with our character than our reputation.  Sadly, so many 

people sacrifice their character so they can look good to their friends or to impress 

whoever the ‘in’ crowd is supposed to be.  Huge mistake!!  Reputation can be gone in 

an instant – so build our character which lasts a life-time and is what God cares about. 

     Second, if Zechariah and Elizabeth weren’t too old to be used by God, then Mary 

wasn’t too young to be used by Him either.  There are ample examples through 

Scripture of God using the young to shame the old.  Timothy is told by Paul, ‘not to let 

anyone look down on his faith because of His age.’  Young people – those of you 

under the age of 30 – listen, God wants to use you in His Kingdom in remarkable 

ways.  You’re not too young to break new ground, to pioneer new ministries or mission 

initiatives, or simply to show leadership and character before your peer group.   I 



wouldn’t try the Mary explanation though – that’s a once in an eternity message.  Are 

you willing, are you open to God using you, inspiring others through you, allowing 

Christ to be seen in you?  Can you say, like Mary, ‘I am the Lord’s servant.’ 

     Let’s move to Joseph.  Matthew tells us his response – publicly or privately – his 

decision was divorce.  Can you imagine his hurt and confusion, his sense of betrayal?  

Everything he thought he knew about Mary was blown out of the water.  He was going 

to carry this hurt for the rest of his life no matter how he chose to divorce.  But Joseph 

gets visited by an angel as he sleeps, confirming what Mary must have told him – this 

tale that was too far-fetched to believe was actually true and to back it up, the angel 

refers Joseph to familiar OT prophecy from Isaiah.   

     What might God be saying to us through this angelic dream of Joseph’s?  Could it 

be that God is saying ‘we’re never too hurt to forgive?’  Everything within Joseph must 

have screamed ‘walk away, start again with someone else.’  Joseph could have easily 

gone his own way, nursed his hurt, grown bitter and angry and put an impenetrable 

shield around his heart so he could never be hurt again.  But instead, he took a risk – 

isn’t that what forgiveness is?  And in taking that risk, instead of death he found life, 

instead of a mundane life, he became earthly father to our heavenly King, the Saviour 

of the World.  What might we be missing out on, by nursing a grudge, by holding on to 

some past hurt or slight?  Joseph teaches us we’re never too hurt to forgive. 

     Moving swiftly back to Luke’s gospel and a field outside Bethlehem, shepherds are 

minding their own business and their sheep, when the darkness and solitude explodes 

with light and sound which terrifies these rough and ready men.  After telling them to 

calm down, the angel shares the incredible news that the Messiah, the promised one, 

the Saviour of the world was born in Bethlehem.  I can imagine the shepherds shaking 

their heads wondering if something was wrong with the angels Satnav, surely they had 

the wrong field, the wrong neighbourhood.  Who announces news like this to 

shepherds?  Just to emphasise the point, the lead angel is joined by a heavenly 

chorus lighting up the sky.   

     Once the heavenly visitors leave, I can imagine the shepherds looking at one 

another in disbelief at what has happened.  There are any number of reasons the 

shepherds could have chosen not to go to Bethlehem.  No one trusts shepherds, 

shepherds don’t mix with Saviours – they’re not even allowed in the temple, 

shepherds were among the lowest of the low on the social ladder – their place was in 

the field with the sheep.  But instead of wallowing in self-pity, they went, they found, 

they worshipped, they told others of what they had seen – they had been transformed! 



     What might God be saying to us through the angels visit to the shepherds?  We 

see in the shepherds we are never too poor or far from God to search for Him and find 

Him.  Jesus invitation to ‘come and follow’ extends to all – regardless of class, or 

status, regardless of what we think about ourselves or what others think about us, 

Jesus love is extended to each one, no matter how poor and humble.   

     Holding that thought we move to the wise men who are warned by God in a dream 

to return home by another way, so they won’t encounter Herod again.  Here are 

educated, learned men, royalty perhaps, men used to having their own way, plenty of 

money, influence and power, and yet, when God speaks to them, they listen.  Just as 

the shepherds weren’t too poor or humble to receive God’s love, so the wise men 

show us we are never too rich or powerful to receive God’s love.  

     What else do the shepherds and wise men have in common?  They had hearts of 

worship.  They were prepared to leave the familiar to step out into the unknown in 

order to find more than they could ever imagine. Jim Elliot once said, ‘he is no fool 

who gives what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose.’   

     God brought life altering news to many through angels and dreams and their 

appearances aren’t confined to the Christmas story.  But what about today?  Does 

God still speak through angels and dreams?  I believe He does, maybe not in the 

extraordinary ways we’ve read about today, and not with such news that would affect 

all humankind, but even so, I believe God speaks through angels and dreams. 

     A friend of mine in the US has a hummingbird feeder.  He said when he first put it 

up he saw other birds feeding from it, but not hummingbirds, so assumed none were 

around.  He spoke with neighbours who had hummingbird feeders and had 

hummingbirds, but they all said the same thing, "You have to have eyes to see them. 

Once you do, you’ll see them everywhere. They’re small and fast and camouflaged, 

but they’re not that hard to spot."  He refilled his hummingbird feeder and eventually 

his eyes got accustomed to seeing them.  When we spoke a few years ago, he said 

once he learned to spot the hummingbird, he began to see them everywhere.   

     Could it be angels are all around us.  Few of us have seen one because we first 

have to learn what we are looking for.  Someone said "Eternity lies all round us and 

only a veil prevents us seeing it."    

     Some of you, I know, have had experiences – coincidences – of help coming in a 

fashion that could easily be explained by an angelic visitor.  Hebrews 13.2 tells us, 

‘don’t forget to show hospitality to strangers, for some who have done this have 

entertained angels without realising it.’  How truly amazing.   



     Why might God speak to us or help us through angels?  I believe to protect us, 

maybe to guide us, perhaps to get our attention so He can speak to us in another way 

or about another matter?  Does God speak through dreams?  I believe He can and 

does.  Not all the time – not every dream is God speaking, sometimes it’s the cheese.  

I had a dream not many weeks ago.  Another person was in the dream and I woke up 

angry and disturbed.  I wondered what God was saying to me through the dream and 

He impressed upon me I was hanging on to some anger, hurt, resentment, 

unforgiveness towards that person – something I thought I had dealt with.  I then 

asked what He wanted me to do about it, and I believe He gently nudged me and said 

‘Let them go and get on with life.’  I could tell you many stories of people who have 

encountered angels, who have been spoken to by God through dreams, but I’ll limit 

myself to just one. 

     In December of 1914, Ernest Shackleton and his 27-member crew aboard the ship 

Endurance entered the ice fields of Weddell Sea, navigating through dangerous pack 

ice. With only 100 miles left in the journey, Shackleton made the fateful decision to 

stop and wait for a break in the heavy ice. The temperature dropped and the ice 

closed in around the ship making it impossible to proceed. The crew lived aboard the 

ship for the next ten months. 

     Gradually the ship succumbed to the crushing grip of the ice. Shackleton gave the 

order to abandon ship. The crew began a march in search of safety, carrying minimal 

supplies and dragging three lifeboats. Eventually reaching open water, they boarded 

the lifeboats and sailed off in an attempt to find land. Surviving perilous conditions, 

they finally landed on the deserted Elephant Island. 

     Stranded on the island, with no hope of rescue, Shackleton and four other crew 

members set sail in a lifeboat in an effort to reach the island of South Georgia. 

Traveling 800 miles through the world's worst seas, they arrived only to discover the 

whaling station was on the other side of the island. In order to rescue the remaining 

crew in time, Shackleton and two of his men must cross on foot the treacherous cliffs 

of the island, which were icy and forbidding, vulnerable to sudden blizzards and 

hurricane winds. The island's inhabitants considered the journey impossible. 

Nevertheless, Shackleton and his two partners crossed in 36 hours.   

Shackleton's diary provides an interesting perspective on the South Georgia Island 

crossing:  I know that during that long and racking march of 36 hours over the 

unnamed mountains of South Georgia, it seemed to me often that there were four, not 



three. I said nothing to my companions, but afterwards Worsley said to me, "Boss, I 

had a curious feeling that there was another person with us." 

     God speaks through angels and dreams – like my friend with the hummingbirds, 

let’s ask for eyes to see, for an acute awareness of the Kingdom of God breaking 

upon the earth.  May our hearts and eyes be full of awe and wonder and surprise as 

we recognise the Creator of the Universe wants to speak to me, to you.  Just like 

Zechariah and Elizabeth, Mary and Joseph, the shepherds and wise men we cannot 

help be transformed when we encounter Him.   

     May your lives overflow with His love and joy and delight and may we have eyes to 

see His glorious wonder in our day to day living.  


