
God speaks through prophecy – Jack Ingle 

We live in uncertain times.  Far bigger than issues arising from Brexit are the 

financial consequences of massive overborrowing by countries such as 

America, terrorist threats, Iran’s continued nuclear bomb development  and of 

course, Kim Jong-Un with his nuclear warheads aimed at Japan and America.  

The Hwasong 15, the estimated range of the latest ICBM test missile is 8100 

miles.  London is 5400 miles from Pyongyang. Washington is 6850 miles away.  

The world as we know it could be changed in an instant. But beyond the 

uncertainties of today, there ARE things we can be certain of tomorrow.   As 

Christians with access to the Bible, we can read the last pages of the history of 

the world.  God has given us his word in prophecy and we know who wins.   

God sees and knows the end from the beginning.  

We could work through a series of prophecies given to various OT characters 

and see how they were fulfilled.  There are dozens of examples and I 

encourage you to make a study of them at some stage.  The Bible has 17 books 

of prophecy, the major prophets being Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and Daniel. 

Israel is the land of prophecy and much of the first part of the OT is a history of 

Gods relationship with the Jews.  Jewish history is full of failed potential.   God 

wanted the Jews to be an example of how HIS people would behave but they 

kept missing the boat.   

1  The 70 year exile.     Jer 25:11  '...This whole country will become a desolate 

wasteland, and these nations will serve the king of Babylon seventy years. But 

when the seventy years are fulfilled, I will punish the king of Babylon and his 

nation, the land of the Babylonians, for their guilt,' declares the Lord, 'and will 

make it desolate forever." 

This prophecy was written in about 586 BC.    As foretold in another prophecy, 

Assyria had invaded Israel about 722 BC and taken thousands of Jews into 

captivity.   In 609 BC, 25 years after Jeremiah spoke Gods word,  there was an 

overnight takeover by the Babylonians under Nebuchadnezzar.    A change of 

bad to worse!   Babylon took over all the lands controlled by Assyria including 

Israel and destroyed the Temple and much of Jerusalem.   

However, SEVENTY YEARS LATER, in 539 BC, Cyrus, leader of the Media-Persian 

empire, conquered Babylon and very strangely released the Jews, telling them 

to return to their land.  



Remarkably, Cyrus was mentioned BY NAME in a prophecy by Isaiah.  Isa 45:1.       

lf you read lsaiah 45:1 (written perhaps between 701 and 681 BC), you will find 

a prophecy that was  ultimately fulfilled hundreds of years later in 539 BC. 

lsaiah 45:7 - 'This is what the Lord says to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right 

hand I take hold of to subdue nations before him and to strip kings of their 

armour; to open doors before him so that gates will not be shut..." 

ln this passage, the prophet said God would open the gates of Babylon for 

Cyrus and his attacking army. Despite Babylon's remarkable defences, which 

included moats, and walls that were more than 70-feet thick and 300-feet high 

(with 250 watchtowers) Cyrus was able to enter the city and conquer it. Cyrus 

and his troops accomplished it by diverting the flow of the Euphrates River into 

a large lake basin. Cyrus then was able to march his army across the riverbed 

and into the city! 

Imagine that I asked you to guess who would win the World Cup in 70 years 

time and then asked you to name the player who scores the winning goal!    

ln Jeremiah 32:36-37, (written from about 626 and 586 BC), he makes a bold 

prediction that was ultimately fulfilled in 536 BC. 

Jeremiah 32:36-37 - "You are saying about this city 'By the sword, famine and 

plague it will be handed over to the king of Babylon'; but this is what the Lord, 

the God of lsrael, says: I will surely gather them from all the lands where I 

banish them in my furious anger and great wrath; I will bring them back to this 

place and let them live in safety. 

ln this passage, Jeremiah said that the Jews would survive their captivity in 

Babylon and return home, and both parts of this prophecy were ultimately 

fulfilled. Many Jews had been taken as captives to Babylon beginning around 

605 BC. But, in 538 BC, they were released from captivity and many eventually 

returned to their homeland. 

There was another fulfilment of the 70 years in that the Babylonians destroyed 

Jerusalem's Temple in 586 BC, but the Jews rebuilt it and consecrated it 70 

years later, in 516 BC. Restoring the Temple showed, in a very important way, 

that the effects of Babylonian domination had indeed come to an end. 

2.   I do not have nearly enough time today and instead, because it is the 

season of Advent, thought it would be good to look at SOME of the prophecies 

regarding the coming of Jesus.  



 

The birth of John the Baptist. The forerunner prophet. 

Luke 1: 5-19 

They had to put their faith into ACTION.  I don’t think we know how long it 

took but we know that Zechariah was punished for his initial lack of faith by 

not being able to speak, that  Elizabeth became pregnant,  that John was born 

about 15 months before Jesus and that he was indeed “ a joy and delight” to 

them, that he fulfilled the prophecy that “ he will go on in the spirit and power 

of Elijah to turn the hearts of the fathers to their children and the disobedient 

to the wisdom of the righteous – to make ready a people prepared for the 

Lord”   

The Messiah will be born in Bethlehem 

Micah 5:2   But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, are only a small village in Judah. 

Yet a ruler of Israel will come from you, one whose origins are from the ancient 

past.  

Micah lived in Israel about the same time as Isaiah - 800 years before Jesus 

birth. The Book of Micah tells how the judgment of God will fall on Samaria 

and Jerusalem due to sin, and afterwards, God will give restoration. 

Micah describes a wonderful future where the city of Bethlehem will give birth 

to a ruler greater than David. He also prophesies of a time when Jerusalem will 

become the religious centre of the world. 

The fulfilment. Matthew 2:1-6 -'Jesus was born in the town of Bethlehem in 

Judea, during the reign of King Herod. About that time some wise men from 

eastern lands arrived in Jerusalem, asking, 'Where is the newborn king of the 

Jews? We have seen His star as it arose, and we have come to worship Him.' 

Herod was deeply disturbed by their question, as was all of Jerusalem. He called 

a meeting of the leading priests and teachers of religious law. 'Where did the 

prophets say the Messiah would be born?' he asked them. 'ln Bethlehem, they 

said.   

The fulfilment. Luke 2:4-5, 7, 15 -'And because Joseph was a descendant of 

King David, he had to go to Bethlehem in Judea, David's ancient home. He 

travelled there from the village of Nazareth in Galilee. He took with him Mary, 

his fiancee, who was obviously pregnant by this time. She gave birth to her first 

child, a son. She wrapped Him snugly in strips of cloth and laid Him in a 



manger, because there was no room for them in the village inn. When the 

angels had returned to heaven, the shepherds said to each other, 'Come on, 

let's go to Bethlehem! Let's see this wonderful thing that has happened, which 

the Lord has told us about."' 

 

The Messiah Will Be Born Of A Virgin 

lsaiah 7:14 -'All right then, the Lord Himself will choose the sign. Look! The 

virgin will conceive a child! She will give birth to a son and will call Him 

lmmanuel -'God is with us."' 

 

lsaiah 9:6-7 - "For a child is born to us, a son is given to us.  

 

The fulfilment. Matthew 1:20-23 - As he considered this, he fell asleep, and an 

angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream. 'Joseph, son of David, 'the angel 

said, 'do not be afraid to go ahead with your marriage to Mary. For the child 

within her has been conceived by the Holy Spirit. And she will have a son, and 

you are to name Him Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.' Al! of 

this happened to fulfil the Lord's message through His prophet: 'Look! The 

virgin will conceive a child! She will give birth to a son, and He will be called 

lmmanuel (meaning, God is with us).'" 

 

Rejected by his own people 

Isa 53: 3 

He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows and familiar with 

suffering.   We turned our backs on Him and looked the other way when He 

went by. He was despised, and we did not care." 

 

The fulfilment.  John 1:10-71 - "But although the world was made through 

Him, the world didn't recognize Him when He came. Even in His own land and 

among His own people, He was not accepted." 



John 12:37-38 - "But despite all the miraculous signs He had done, most of the 

people did not believe in Him. This is exactly what lsaiah the prophet had 

predicted: 'Lord, who has believed our message? To whom will the Lord reveal 

His saving power?'" 

Matthew 26:3-4 - At that same time the leading priests and other leaders were 

meeting at the residence of Caiaphas, the high priest, to discuss how to capture 

Jesus secretly and put Him to death.' 

The Messiah would make his triumphant entrance to Jerusalem on a donkey 

Zech 9:9 

The Messiah Will Be Betrayed For 30 Pieces Of Silver 

Zechariah 11.12-13 - And I said unto them, 'lf ye think good, give me my price; 

and if not, forbear.  So they weighed for my price thirty pieces of silver. And the 

Lord said unto me, Cast it unto the potter: a goodly price that I was priced at of 

them. And I took the thirty pieces of silver, and cast them to the potter in the 

house of the Lord." (KJV) 

The prophet refers to 30 shekels of silver as a "goodly price." This amount 

refers to the amount paid for the life of a slave.  Zechariah's prophecy speaks 

about the amount paid for the Lord and His life. 

 

The fulfilment.  Matthew 26:1416 - "Then Judas lscariot, one of the twelve 

disciples, went to the leading priests and asked, 'How much will you pay me to 

betray Jesus to you?'  And they gave him thirty pieces of silver. From that time 

on, Judas began looking for the right time and place to betray Jesus." 

 

Matthew 27:3-4a - "When Judas, who had betrayed Him, realized that Jesus 

had been condemned to die, he was filled with remorse.  So he took the thirty 

pieces of silver back to the leading priests and other leaders. 'l have sinned,' he 

declared, 'for I have betrayed an innocent man."'   

We know that he threw the silver down on the Temple floor and then went and 

hanged himself. The priests picked up the money and bought a potters field!  

The Messiah was silent before his accusers. Isa 53:7 Pilate was amazed 



The Messiah would be flogged and spat upon.  Isa 50:7 A Roman flogging was 

almost a death sentence by itself.  

The Messiah would be mocked and taunted.  Psalm 22:7 They mocked the 

King of the Universe!  At any moment, he could have stopped the whole 

travesty and blasted the jokers with lightning. 

The Messiah would die by crucifixion with his hands and feet pierced.   

Psalm 22.14-16 - "My life is poured out like water, and all My bones are out of 

joint. My heart is like wax, melting within Me. My strength has dried up like 

sunbaked clay. My tongue sticks to the roof of My mouth. You have laid Me in 

the dust and left Me for dead. My enemies surround Me like a pack of dogs; an 

evil gang closes in on Me. They have pierced My hands and feet." 

Zechariah l2:10a - "Then I will pour out a spirit of grace and prayer on the 

family of David and on all the people of Jerusalem. They will look on Me whom 

they have pierced and mourn for Him as for an only son." 

Jews executed people by stoning. Crucifixion was a uniquely Roman method.  

David and Zechariah could not have known this.  

The Messiahs garments will be divided by casting lots. Psalm 22:18 The 

Roman soldiers gambled for his one piece robe. 

The Messiahs bones will not be broken.   Num 9:12 The legs of the thieves 

were broken to speed up their death. Jesus had already died. The bones of the 

Passover lamb were not allowed to be broken.  

The Messiah died as an offering for Sin   

lsaiah 53:5-6, 8, 12 - "But He was wounded and crushed for our sins. He was 

beaten that we might have peace. He was whipped, and we were healed! All of 

us have strayed away like sheep. We have left God's paths to follow our own. 

Yet the Lord laid on Him the guilt and sins of us all. From prison and trial they 

led Him away to His death. But who among the people realized that He was 

dying for their sins - that He was suffering their punishment?  

The fulfilment.  John 1:29 - "The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him 

and said, 'Look! There is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!" 

Acts 10:43 - "He is the One all the prophets testified about, saying that 

everyone who believes in Him will have their sins forgiven through His name." 



Acts 13:38-39 - "Brothers, listen! ln this man Jesus there is forgiveness for your 

sins. Everyone who believes in Him is freed from all guilt and declared right 

with God - something the Jewish law could never do." 

1 Corinthians 15:3-4 - "l passed on to you what was most important and what 

had also been passed on to me - that Christ died for our sins, just as the 

Scriptures said. He was buried, and He was raised from the dead an the third 

day, as the Scriptures said." 

1 Peter 2:24 - "He personally carried away our sins in His own body on the cross 

so we can be dead to sin and live for what is right. You have been healed by His 

wounds." 

The Messiah will be buried in a rich mans tomb.    Isa 53:9 Joseph of 

Arimathea asked Pilate for the body of Jesus and placed it in his own new 

tomb. 

The Messiah would rise from the dead 

Acts 2:27-31 - "'For You will not leave my soul among the dead or allow your 

Holy One to rot in the grave. You have shown me the way of life, and You will 

give me wonderful joy in Your presence.' Dear brothers, think about this! David 

wasn't referring to himself when he spoke these words l have quoted, for he 

died and was buried, and his tomb is still here among us. But he was a prophet, 

and he knew God had promised with an oath that one of David's own 

descendants would sit on David's throne as the Messiah. David was looking into 

the future and predicting the Messiah's resurrection. He was saying that the 

Messiah would not be left among the dead and that His body would not rot in 

the grave.'" 

 

During the time that Jesus walked with them, the disciples were always 

characterized by their lack of faith. Only after his death did they become 

agents who would change the world. No doubt this was because they received 

the Holy Spirit but I believe the Spirit opened their minds to see the prophecies 

in a new light and their faith was constantly encouraged by new revelations of 

truth.   

In the same way that the Jews of Jesus time were expecting the arrival of the 

Messiah and knew the signs they should look for, we should be looking 

forward to his SECOND coming.   Incidentally, while there is no time to go into 



it, his second coming is expected by the Muslims and observant Jews continue 

to look forward to the coming of the Messiah, not knowing that he has already 

come once before!   

 

So, in summary.   

We can have faith in our God because He knows the future and has even told 

us His plans and our part in it.   

He loves us and has sent us a Saviour in the form of Jesus exactly when He 

promised He would.  Our celebrations of Christmas are about a REAL person, 

an AMAZING gift.  

God gave his Son to die for us.   We are offered forgiveness and the promise of 

eternal life.  

He is incomparably Almighty in Power and deserves the worship of our lips, our 

hearts, our very selves. At the Judgment to come, there is not a person who 

will not bow his knee.   

 

Isa 45:21      Declare what is to be, present it – let them take counsel together.  

Who foretold this long ago, who declared it from the distant past?  Was it not I, 

the Lord?  And there is no God apart from me, a righteous God and a Saviour; 

there is none but me. 

Turn to me and be saved, all you ends of the earth. For I am God and there is no 

other… before me every knee will bow.  

 

ADDENDUM 

See www1.cbn.com/biblestudy/biblical prophecies fulfilled by Jesus 

and 

From www.biblestudytools.com/bible-study/topical-studies/the-old-

testament-is-filled-with-fulfilled-prophecies 

The predicted date of arrival of the Messiah 

In 538 B.C. Daniel wrote the following bold prediction: 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/bible-study/topical-studies/the-old-testament-is-filled-with-fulfilled-prophecies
http://www.biblestudytools.com/bible-study/topical-studies/the-old-testament-is-filled-with-fulfilled-prophecies


Daniel 9:25 - 'So you are to know and discern that from the issuing of a decree 

to restore and rebuild Jerusalem until Messiah the Prince there will be seven 

weeks of years and sixty-two weeks of years' 

ln this prophecy, Daniel is claiming that there will be 69 weeks of years 

between the issuing of a decree to rebuild Jerusalem and the appearance of 

the Messiah. Now keep in mind that this bold prediction came 538 years 

before Christ was born. 

Now let's investigate a little history, OK? ln 464 BC, Artaxerxes, a Persian king, 

ascended to the throne. His twentieth year as king would be 464 BC. 

Nehemiah, the Jewish cupbearer to King Artaxerxes, was deeply concerned 

with the reports about the ruined condition of Jerusalem which came about as 

the result of their being defeated (Nehemiah 1:1-4) and as a result, he 

petitioned the king: 

Nehemiah 2:5,6 - 'Send me to Judah, to the city of my fathers tombs, that I may 

rebuild it.  So it pleased the king to send me'. 

Scripture then provides us with the exact date of this decree to restore and to 

rebuild Jerusalem. 

According to the scriptures the decree is issued "in the month Nisan, in the 

twentieth year of Artaxerxes the king" (Nehemiah 2:1). The Jewish calendar 

month was Nisan, and since no day is given, it is reasonable to assume that the 

date would be understood as the first, the Jewish New Year's Day. And, in the 

Julian calendar we presently use, the corresponding date would be March 

5,444 B.C. This was the day on which the decree was issued to restore and 

rebuild Jerusalem. 

Now let's remember this date, March 5, 444 BC and take a look at the 

appearance of the Messiah. You may recall that the Gospels tell us that Jesus, 

on numerous occasions, had forbidden his followers to make him known as 

"the Messiah". He would frequently do miracles and tell the disciples not to tell 

anyone who had done the miracles because his "hour has not yet come" (John 

2:4,7:6). However on March 30,33 A.D., when he entered Jerusalem on a 

donkey, he rebuked the Pharisees'protest and encouraged the whole 

multitude of his disciples as they shouted, "Blessed is the King who comes in 

the name of the Lord". And Jesus said, "lf these become silent, the stones will 

cry out" (Luke 19:38-40). This was the day on which Jesus was publicly declared 

the Messiah. 



 

Now let's compare the date of the decree (March 5, 444 BC) with the date of 

Jesus' declaration (March 30, 33 AD). Now before we begin, we need to clarify 

the fact that the Jewish prophetic year was composed of twelve 30 day 

months. ln other words, the ancient evidence indicates that the Jewish 

prophetic year had 360 days, not 365 days. Since Daniel states 69 weeks of 

seven years each, and each year has 360 days, the equation is as follows: 69 x7 

x 360 = 173,880 days. ln nothing more than a simple mathematical 

demonstration, the number of days in the period from March 5, 444 B.C. (the 

twentieth year of Artaxerxes) to March 30, 33 A.D. (the day Jesus entered 

Jerusalem on the donkey) can be determined at this point. 

The time span from 444 B.C. to 33 A.D. is 476 years (remember that 1 B.C. to 1 

A.D. is only one year). And if we multiply 476 years x 365.2421879 days per 

year (corrected for leap years), we get the result of 173,855 days. Now let's 

add back the difference between March 5 and March 30 (25 days). What is our 

total? You guessed it, 173,880 days, exactly as Daniel predicted it. 


